June 11, 2008
Dear                             ,

I write to ask for your prayerful consideration of support for Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. As you may have heard by now, Concordia is endeavoring to raise $77 million dollars in the “How Will They Hear” Campaign, in order to support tuition for new seminarians, provide an excellent campus facility, and create endowed chairs to support and develop faculty. To date over half that amount has been raised, and the public phase is coming soon, to be launched Sept. 7, 2008.

Why should you get involved in this effort?

· Your love for God’s church, and a desire to support its efforts

· Your love for the seminary that gave you the education necessary to have a career as a pastor

· Your love and thanksgiving to God for individual professors and mentors

· Your love for the people of God who need pastors

· Your love for the mission of the church as it is led in large part by Concordia Seminary

· Your desire for more resources to be provided directly to you and your congregation by Concordia Seminary 

· Your desire to be connected to an institution with potential to be a powerful source of faithful, Biblical, leadership and change in the church

· Your desire to be part of something larger, something transcending your local congregation

· Your desire to re-connect the New Jersey District to a supportive institution

· Your faithfulness to the source of your professional vocation and calling 

Personally, I got involved in this effort as District Director of the Alumni Phase because I believe every dollar invested in the seminary at this particular time is a dollar well spent. I have been personally convinced that the leadership of Dr. Dale Meyer will result in a healthier seminary and, over time, a healthier synod. After returning to St. Louis this past year to see first-hand what has happened in the short time even since I graduated, I have been impressed with several things:

· the way the faculty speak of their empowerment, and an almost total restructuring effort of the administration and organization of the seminary

· the way the students feel a new sense of positive and spiritual direction, including the appointment of a new campus chaplain
· the efforts underway to revise the curriculum to make it more flexible and oriented toward practical, pastoral leadership, while staying grounded in the Word of God and the Lutheran Confessions

· the tremendous improvement to the campus, including better use of the old Loeber Hall (now development) and cafeteria (now modernized and including computer stations and a new student center)
One of the things that has impressed me the most is the willingness of the seminary to listen to criticism, feedback, and concern from alumni. If you have  suggestions for  ways in which they can begin to help you in your ministry more directly, for example, now is the time when ears are open. If you wonder about whether the seminary plans to provide a certain type of training to future pastors, for another example, now is the time when the soil is being prepared and planted. Your thoughts and prayers about this are coveted by the seminary and needed at this particular juncture in the campaign.

Please find enclosed a commitment form. I would encourage you to sit down (with your spouse as appropriate) and pray over a 3-year commitment to Concordia Seminary. The goal of the alumni phase is to involve as many of the 6,000 living alumni as possible. The relationship with those alumni comes first, the dollar amount second. One of the things a commitment from you helps the seminary accomplish, no matter what the amount, is to report to major foundations that alumni are participating in the campaign in an ongoing way.

As a pastor who has led stewardship efforts in your congregation, you recognize that the money comes second, the spiritual growth comes first. God promises an abundant response as we follow in his steps. May God grant you an increase as you celebrate his abundant grace shown through a commitment to “How Will They Hear.”
Your brother in Christ,

Rev. Edward T. Obermueller

Trinity Lutheran Church

Morris Plains, NJ

Enclosures

